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BUMPING LAKE PROJECT 
 
WHEREAS, the present condition of the salmon resource in the upper Columbia River tributaries is 
critical; and 
 
WHEREAS, irrigation withdrawals, made with no consideration given to maintenance of minimum 
instream flow, has so reduced flows on the main stem of the Yakima River as to severely deplete the 
once valuable salmon and steelhead resource; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 1975 upriver spring chinook run to the Columbia River was the lowest on record, and no 
commercial fishing in the river has since been permitted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the summer chinook run continues to decline even though no commercial fishing has been 
permitted for this population since 1964; and 
 
WHEREAS, protection and enhancement of the anadromous and resident fish resources in the Yakima 
River and tributaries would result insubstantial benefits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Reclamation joint proposal for Bumping Lake 
Enlargement would significantly enhance salmon runs and be a positive step in helping to maintain the 
irreplaceable resources of the Nation lost because of reclamation and power projects; and 
 
WHEREAS, the benefits from the Bumping Lake Project would be regional and international in scope, 
ranging from central California to the Aleutian Islands in Alaska; and WHEREAS, all of the fisheries 
agencies in the Columbia River basin have expressed strong support for the Bumping Lake Project. 
 
NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its annual convention at Baltimore, September 13, 1978, urges Congress to enact legislation to 
authorize construction and funding of the Bumping Lake Enlargement project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
